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Louisville, Kentucky

‘Largest indoor farm show’

The Kentucky Exposition Center is once
again set to host the National Farm
Machinery Show this week. 3A

Career day for U of L guard

Norika Konno makes 12 3s to propel
Louisville women over Clemson. 1B

Weather

High 62° ❚ Low 55°
Clouds then rain, wind. 
Forecast, 2B
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No. 1 Sacred Heart’s 24-0 run 
is too much for No. 5 Mercy 
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2020 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER

More than 4 in 10 Jews in the United
States feel their status in America is less
secure than it was a year earlier, accord-
ing to a new survey by the American
Jewish Committee.

The survey, conducted in the fall of
2022, was released Monday by the AJC,
a Jewish advocacy organization.

The survey was taken in a year of
high-profile incidents of antisemitism,
including a hostage-taking at a Texas
synagogue and anti-Jewish statements

shared by celebrities on social media. 
According to the AJC survey, 41% of

the respondents said the status of Jews
in the U.S. is less secure than it was the
year before, while 55% said it was the
same. Only 4% thought it was more se-
cure.

US Jews report growing fear
amid antisemitic incidents

According to the survey, 41% said the status of Jews
in the U.S. is less secure than it was the year before.
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY/INDIANAPOLIS STARSee Story, Page 8B

“This weekend, it

was my turn to be

targeted.

Unfortunately, it’s

not the first time

to be afraid as a

Jew in the United

States.”
State Rep. Esther Panitch
D-Ga., denouncing flyers
distributed in suburban
Atlanta this month

On Nov. 19, 2020, Louisville Metro
Police received a report of a man
breaking into an Irish Hill home, steal-
ing a key fob and then returning to take
the owner’s silver 2019 Honda HR-V
from the garage.

Three days later, an LMPD officer
would shoot and kill Brian “Bam”
Thurman in the stolen vehicle follow-
ing a traffic stop across the city in Port-
land. 

The shooting was the first case fea-
turing an LMPD officer firing a weapon

that Kentucky State Po-
lice investigated as part
of new protocols then-
Mayor Greg Fischer an-
nounced that year fol-
lowing the controversial
police killings of Breon-
na Taylor and David
McAtee.

And though some observers may
have expected potentially more conse-
quences for the officer − as an outside
agency rather than LMPD took over
the probe into the shooting − investi-
gators and prosecutors ultimately
viewed his decisions that night as jus-
tified. 

Neither state police nor LMPD re-
leased details about the shooting since
2020. But last month The Courier
Journal obtained the case records and
findings via an open records request.

The incident, which occurred about
10:15 p.m. on a Sunday in the 2100
block of Gilligan Street, ended with Of-
ficer Harry “Jimmy” Seeders, who is
white, shooting Thurman, also a white
man, after Thurman put the stolen ve-
hicle in reverse and struck Seeders as
the officer stood behind it during a
traffic stop, records show.

Thurman, 49, died at University of 

Break-in
preceded
officer’s
deadly
shooting 
Case first under protocol
set after Taylor death

Billy Kobin
Louisville Courier Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See PROTOCOL, Page 4A

Seeders

Misty Montgomery remembers locking eyes with
Chris on their first date.

They were both too nervous to eat, and instead,
picked at their food and just gazed at each other.

Rationally she knew it was much too soon to tell,
but in those first moments, she felt like she was staring
at her husband and her future.

She never could have seen that just four years be-
fore.

Misty wasn’t born with the corneas that helped her
see Chris’ warm, kind dark eyes. In 2005, she was diag-
nosed with a rare waterborne parasite in her eye called
acanthamoeba that slowly and painfully took away
her sight. She went from being an independent college
student, who supported herself, to hiding from the
smallest flickers of light in her parents’ home. Her fa-

He lost his wife. She lost her vision.
They found each other and fell in love.

JOY AFTER DARKNESS

Both Chris and Misty Montgomery had survived heartbreak separately before they met. On their second date, Chris
shared that his wife, who died suddenly from a brain aneurysm in December 2006, had been an organ donor. And Misty,
who received a cornea transplant to regain her vision, saw a caring generosity that someone who hadn’t gone through a
transplant wouldn’t have seen. SAM UPSHAW JR./COURIER JOURNAL

The Montgomery family at Walt Disney World.
MONTGOMERY FAMILY PHOTOS

Maggie Menderski
Louisville Courier Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See JOY, Page 2A
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With nearly as much attention paid
to the music as the game during the Su-
per Bowl, the trifecta of artists who took
the field Sunday prior to kickoff knew
the importance of their platform.

Chris Stapleton, Sheryl Lee Ralph
(“Abbott Elementary”) and Babyface
were tapped for the honors.

Country belter Stapleton, whose
brawny voice is a hallmark of his nu-
merous hits, played guitar and carried
the national anthem with his usual
humble approach.

The ever-shaggy Stapleton – not
wearing his hallmark cowboy hat – hit
some big vocal notes over his subdued
guitar picking.

Stapleton’s quietly affecting rendi-
tion moved Philadelphia Eagles coach
Nick Sirianni and center Jason Kelce to
tears as they stood on the sideline. The
country star’s swoops on the anthem’s
final notes sent the Arizona crowd into
spasms of cheers. 

This marks the third consecutive
year that a country singer has been
tapped to perform the national anthem.
Eric Church shared duties with Jazmine
Sullivan in 2021 and Mickey Guyton pre-
sented a soaring rendition in 2022.

Stapleton, who slayed a performance

of “Higher Ground” with Stevie Wonder
at last week’s Grammy Awards, was
joined by Troy Kotsur, who performed
the national anthem in American Sign
Language. Kotsur became the second
deaf actor to win an Academy Award for
his role in Oscar best picture winner
“CODA.” 

Gruff-in-voice, teddy-bear-in-de-
meanor singer and guitarist Stapleton
has been on a continual career upswing
since breaking through with 2015’s
“Traveller” song and album.

Babyface sang ‘America the
Beautiful,’ accompanying himself
on acoustic guitar

Prior to the national anthem, singer/
songwriter/producer Babyface per-
formed “America the Beautiful.”

Strumming an acoustic guitar embla-
zoned with the American flag, Babyface,
wearing his trademark dark sunglasses,
hit his notes sweetly and softly as he
stood solo on the field. Though back-
ground vocals were heard, no other

singers were present.
Babyface, born Kenneth Edmonds, is

responsible for signing some of the most
celebrated names in R&B: TLC, Usher
and Toni Braxton among them. His writ-
ing bona fides include massive hits for
Boyz II Men (“End of the Road”), Ma-
donna (“Take a Bow”), Whitney Hous-
ton (“I’m Your Baby Tonight”) and Brax-
ton (“Breathe Again”).

Sheryl Lee Ralph brought
theatrical flair to ‘Lift Every Voice
and Sing,’ the Black national
anthem

As for Ralph, the striking actress and
singer infused “Lift Every Voice and
Sing” with the type of gusto exhibited
during her Emmy acceptance speech
last fall. 

The song has been sung within Black
communities since the early 1900s and
has been referred to by the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People as the Black national an-
them.

Chris Stapleton’s national anthem makes Nick Sirianni cry
Melissa Ruggieri
USA TODAY

Country star Chris Stapleton performs
a gentle version of the national
anthem to open the Super Bowl.
GREGORY SHAMUS, GETTY IMAGES

ther put fleece blankets under the blinds
to block out the sun, and she wore the
darkest sunglasses.

Something as small as a light on a
DVD player brought her excruciating
pain.

Misty couldn’t build a career or even
go on a date while she was homebound
suffering from this rare disease. If she
ever gave birth, she could hold her baby
in her arms, but she’d never see her
child smile.

In those moments, it felt like her life
was over. Having a butterfly-filled din-
ner like the one she was having with
Chris four years later was out of reach.

When Chris thinks back on that first
night in 2010, he tells almost the same
story as Misty does. He barely ate what-
ever the server at Carrabba’s Italian Grill
brought him, and he remembers taking
her to see the movie Inception, but the
plot was completely lost on him.

He was just thrilled to be sitting next
to her.

Mutual friends encouraged him to
ask her out, but Chris didn’t think he
was much of a catch. 

He was 14 years older than her and
had three young children. Chris hadn’t
been on a date since his wife Tracy died
suddenly from a brain aneurysm in De-
cember 2006. He was lonely and father-
hood was difficult as he tried to manage
things like potty-training his youngest
on his own. His personal life took a
backseat as he tried to be a mom and a
dad for Lily, 1, Maddie, 3, and Ryan, 5.

“I needed to make sure that I took
care of them, and that their needs were
met instead of mine,” he said.

‘It’s a strange feeling. 
You do feel this guilt’

Both Misty and Chris had survived
heartbreak separately before they set-
tled into that table together in 2010.

Misty lived through eight months of
grueling tests, isolation and agonizing
treatments before the doctors finally re-
moved the parasite. The whole ordeal
left her with a white, film-like scar over
the front of her eye, and her vision was
gone.

When her doctor suggested a cornea
transplant, she didn’t feel worthy of
one. Misty had signed her organ donor
card when she was 16 years old, but
she’d told her mother at the time that
her eyes were the one thing she didn’t
want to give away.

Now, she was asking for someone
else’s cornea tissue.

As the day of her surgery grew closer,
she couldn’t shake the feeling the per-
son who was helping her was about to
die. Cornea recipients are usually
matched with donors that are about
their age, and Misty was young. That
weighed on her, too. No matter who gave
her that tissue, it would come from
someone whose life was cut short far too
soon.

“It’s a strange feeling,” she explained.

“It’s something that I don’t think a lot of
recipients, probably, talk about. But you
do feel this guilt. Like, what’s happening
somewhere else?”

Four years later in that restaurant,
Misty got a glimpse at just what that
“somewhere else” could look like, and it
was Chris, Ryan, Maddie and Lily.

Chris’ wife collapsed at work, and
never woke up. The doctors did every-
thing they could, but he had to make the
tough decision to take her off life sup-
port. Even amid the heartbreak and
grief, he thought about what Tracy’s

death could bring to someone else. 
His wife’s organs saved seven lives

and her cornea restored sight to two
others. 

Chris never could have imagined that
four years later, when his grief had final-
ly calmed enough to ask someone on a
date, that the woman staring lovingly
back at him would have such a heartfelt
appreciation for that decision.

‘Oh my gosh, I can see’

Misty’s own cornea transplant sur-
gery was rescheduled three times be-
cause there wasn’t young tissue avail-
able. Eventually, she received a dona-
tion from the Rocky Mountain Lions Eye
Bank in Colorado. 

Her donor was just 30 years old. 
The day after Misty’s surgery, doc-

tors took the patch off her eye, and while
she couldn’t make out details yet, she
was able to read the largest “E” on the
eye chart in front of her.

“Oh my gosh, I can see,” she cried.
But amid the excitement and the

hope, Misty couldn’t stop thinking
about the donor and their family. She
was getting a second chance at a full and
happy life while someone else some-
where must have been hurting.

“There aren’t many days that go by
that I don’t think of them,” she said. “I
always wonder, who they were, what
they had seen with this eye.”

Over the next year, doctors slowly re-
moved the stitches from her eye and as
her new cornea took hold, the world
around her became even more clear.
Misty could hold her head up without
any pain and her appetite returned.

She started noticing the details on
blades of grass, individual leaves on
trees, and the ways that sunset glowed.
Her niece had been a newborn when the
acanthamoeba attacked her eye, and
now she could see the bright toddler the
little girl had grown into. She went back

to work, first at an eBay store helping
people sell things and then later at the
Eye Bank of Kentucky.

When a friend asked her to help
coach a cheerleading program at a near-
by church, she met 5-year-old Lily
Montgomery and her father. She had
heard the family’s story before, and she
even remembered praying for them at
the request of a friend. 

She often sat behind Chris and the
children at church, and she always
made a point to say hello to them. Even-
tually, they both volunteered to teach
vacation bible school, and Lily was in
her class. 

All these years later, she still says Lily
was the first Montgomery she ever
loved. 

When Chris finally got the courage to
ask her on a date, they both felt a natural
click, and over the next few weeks, ev-
erything changed for both of them. 

On their second date, Chris shared
that his wife had been an organ donor
and Misty saw a caring generosity that,
maybe, someone who hadn’t gone
through a transplant wouldn’t have
seen.

By the third date, he was asking her
what time of year she wanted to get
married.

The spring sounded nice, she said.
She wanted everything to look green.

‘The kind of man I want’

They were married on May 28, 2011,
and she saw the church doors open and
Chris beaming and crying at the end of
the aisle waiting for her. Ryan was his
best man, and Lily and Maddie were
flower girls. Their son, Sam, was born
the following year, and eventually,
Misty adopted the other children, too.
That’s what Chris loves most about
Misty — her endless ability to give and
her loving heart.

“She married me, but really she mar-
ried all of us,’ Chris said.

And while there are plenty of things
that Misty adores about Chris, what
sticks out to her more than anything is
his selflessness.

He put his own life on hold to focus on
his children when Tracy died, and amid
all of that, he found the strength to help
someone just like her.

“This man, at the worst time of his
life, when his wife suddenly died, when
he’s left with these three babies, he said
‘yes,’” to organ donation, Misty said.

“This is the kind of man I want.
Somebody who is so selfless that in their
darkest hour, they think of what good
can come out of it. And that’s what he
did.”

Features columnist Maggie Mender-
ski writes about what makes Louisville,
Southern Indiana and Kentucky
unique, wonderful, and occasionally, a
little weird. If you’ve got something in
your family, your town or even your
closet that fits that description — she
wants to hear from you. Say hello at
mmenderski@courier-journal.com or
502-582-4053.

Join the Kentucky Organ Donor Reg-
istry or update your registration here:
www.registermeky.org.

Joy
Continued from Page 1A

What to know about organ
donations and cornea
transplants 
h On average 22 people die waiting for
a life-saving organ donation. 

h There are 114,000 people on the list
waiting for a lifesaving transplant.

h Every 10 minutes someone is added
to the national waiting list for a
transplant. 

h More than 1,000 people in Kentucky
are waiting on a lifesaving transplant. 

h One organ donor can save up to eight
lives. 

h One tissue donor can head up to 50
lives. 

h Every year 1,000 Kentuckians have
eyesight restored through a tissue
transplant. 

h Cornea transplant is the most
common of all transplants performed,
and more than 46,000 happen in the
United States per year. 

h Cornea transplants have a success
rate that’s higher than 95 %. 

Source: Eye Bank of Kentucky and
Donate Life

Silhouettes of the Montgomery family hang in the home. By the third date, he
asked her when she wanted to get married. SAM UPSHAW JR./COURIER JOURNAL


